
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
January 3, 2018 
Meeting Minutes 

 
MEMBERS ATTENDING 
 
William Anslow, representing Lisa Ramundo, Albany County 
Bradley Birge, City of Saratoga Springs  
Frank Bonafide, NYS Department of Transportation - Region 1 
Mark Castiglione, Capital District Regional Planning Commission 
Melissa Cherubino, City of Cohoes  
Peter Comenzo, Town of Rotterdam  
Kevin Corcoran, Town of Glenville  
Don Csaposs, Town of Guilderland 
Ross Farrell, Capital District Transportation Authority  
Stephen Feeney, Schenectady County, Vice-Chair  
Michael Franchini, Capital District Transportation Committee,  
Secretary 

Steve Iachetta, Albany County Airport Authority, Chair 
Andrew Kreshik, City of Troy 
Rob Leslie, Town of Bethlehem 
Randy Milano, City of Albany 
Charles Moore, City of Rensselaer  
Paul Reuss, Village of Menands  
Laura Robertson, Town of Niskayuna  
John Scavo, Town of Clifton Park  
Chris Wallin, City of Schenectady  
Michael Valentine, Saratoga County  
 
STAFF AND OTHERS 
 
Lauren Bailey, Capital District Transportation Authority  
Chris Bauer, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Bridget Beelen, Capital District Transportation Authority 
Jacob Beeman, Capital District Transportation Committee  
Jen Ceponis, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Joe Cimino, CHA Consulting Inc. 
Jim Digioia, NYS Office of General Services  
Todd Fabozzi, Capital District Regional Planning Commission 
Tom Johnson, The Chazen Companies  
Stephanie Long, NYS Department of Transportation – Region 1  
Anthony Longe, NYS Thruway Authority  
Sandy Misiewicz, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Sam Morreale, Capital District Transportation Authority 
Chris O’Neill, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Jamie O’Neill, Town of Malta  
Jeff Pangburn, Creighton Manning 
Ami Parikh, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Bill Pels, Barton & Loguidice 
Glenn Posca, Capital District Transportation Committee 
Greg Wichser, NYS Department of Transportation - Region 1 
Adam Yagelski, Town of East Greenbush  
 
 

Agenda Item III 



 
INTRODUCTION AND VISITORS’ ISSUES 
 
Steve Iachetta opened the meeting at approximately 9:35 AM.  There 
were no visitor issues.  
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Previous Meeting Minutes – November 1, 2017 
 
Members approved the November 1, 2017 minutes. 
 
PRESENTATION–CDTA CDPHP CYCLE! AND TAXI PROGRAM UPDATES  
 
Lauren Bailey explained that there was 2016 law passed to give CDTA 
authority to assist municipalities with their taxi programs.  All 
participating municipalities must have the same taxi ordinance. This 
will create consistency across the region in licensing, regulation, 
and oversight. Features include: an owner’s license which creates 
accountability for taxi companies; an insurance requirement for taxi 
companies; enrollment of drivers in NYS DMV; and License Event 
Notification System (L.E.N.S.) which provides notification of events 
experienced by drivers, and also a justice process for drivers. Also 
included are requirements for taximeters and credit card readers; and 
written suspension & revocation protocol for drivers. Saratoga 
Springs, Albany, and Troy have passed ordinances.  Schenectady, 
Colonie, and Rensselaer are in process. 
 
CDPHP Cycle! was launched on July 27, 2017. The program includes 160 
bicycles at 40 bike stations, in Albany, Schenectady, Troy, and 
Saratoga Springs.  The season ended on November 30. The response was 
tremendous.  11,618 trips were taken, an average of 645 per week.  For 
year two, there will be 320 bicycles, more signage and wayfinding, and 
more docks.  Todd Fabozzi asked if usage was mapped.  Lauren said that 
mapping was used to analyze usage patterns, and for example it was 
found that the catchment area is much larger than the dock areas. 
Frank Bonafide asked if the program is financially sustainable.  
Lauren said that CMAQ funding is currently being used, but the program 
cannot be sustained by riders alone. Continued sponsorships will be 
important.  
 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
FISCAL CONSTRAINT DISCUSSION - TIP SUMMARY TABLE 4 
 
Mike Franchini presented the status of overprogramming on the TIP as 
documented in the mail out.  Year 2016-17 (now past) was 
underprogrammed by 2.3%.  Year 2017-18 is 2.8% overprogrammed.  Year 
2018-19 is 5.5% overprogrammed.  Year 2019-20 is 12% underprogrammed. 
The total four year period is 1.3% underprogrammed.  Mike explained 
that the TIP update should begin in the middle of the year.  In light 
of the FHWA guideline that overprogramming should be less than 5%, 



staff developed proposed changes to project selection guidelines 
described in detail in the mail out.  Three options include 1) Not 
allowing any TIP amendments that increase programming in the current 
federal fiscal year; 2) Constraining TIP amendments; or 3) Proceed as 
usual, and make any adjustments at the next TIP update. 
 
Frank Bonafide said that he needs more time to think about this 
proposal. He understands that constraint is important but there are 
also times when flexibility is needed and we don’t want to leave money 
on the table if bids come in lower than expected. In response to a 
question, he said he would like to further research how other NYSDOT 
regions handle this issue. He said that while NYSDOT can often find 
offsets, he recognizes that local sponsors with only one project don’t 
have that flexibility. 
 
Andrew Kreshik asked what are the net changes from routine changes 
that aren’t required to have committee approval. Mike Franchini said 
staff will summarize this for the next meeting. Chris Wallin asked if 
inflation is considered for projects that are scheduled in later 
years. Mike Franchini said that during the TIP update inflation is 
added. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
2016-21 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
 
A. T6B (1820.37) STAR Buses Replacement and Expansion  
B. T14B (CDTC.08) Transit Operations Support for Saratoga Service: 

Preventive Maintenance 
C. T17 (1820.48) Transit Bus Replacement/Expansion  
D. T57 (1TR6.04) Preventive Maintenance  
E. T72 (1820.61) Safety and Security  
 
Glenn Posca explained the proposed changes to Section 5307 transit 
funding estimates.  Ross Farrell explained that the 5307 FTA funding 
does not impact other projects on the TIP as they are for transit 
only.  He said that one reason that transit funding estimates 
increased is that CDTA has been spending less on purchasing new buses 
and more on maintenance.  He briefly reviewed each of the five 
proposed TIP amendments (items A. through E. above).  Members approved 
these five proposed TIP amendments as presented.  
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE OFFICERS NOMINATION AND ELECTION 
 
Members voted to keep the existing officers in place for 2018, with 
Steve Iachetta continuing as Planning Committee Chair and Steve Feeney 
continuing as Planning Committee Vice-Chair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 
PROJECT SOLICITATIONS 
  
A. Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with 

Disabilities Program  
 
Mike Franchini explained that NYSDOT is the administrator of the 
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals With Disabilities 
Program. 2016 and 2017 FFY funds available for new 5310 projects 
include: Albany-Schenectady (Troy) urbanized area: $979,025; 
Saratoga Springs urbanized area: $226,539. Fourteen applications 
were received from the Albany-Schenectady-Troy Urbanized Area and 
one application was received from the Saratoga Urbanized Area.  A 
review committee consisting of CDTC, Region 1, the New York State 
Department of Health and the New York State Office for the Aging 
completed its evaluations of the applications that were received, 
and submitted their evaluations to the NYSDOT Public Transportation 
Bureau.  When the results are received they will be submitted to 
the Planning Committee for consideration and approval. 

 
B. NYSDOT Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (PSAP)  
 

Sandy Misiewicz said that NYSDOT solicited for local PSAP projects.  
Because of a patent infringement case, Rectangular Rapid Flashing 
Beacons (RRFB) will not be compliant with the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and will not be able to be 
installed. Unfortunately the RRFB was one of the recommended 
countermeasures in the PSAP. The Department is in the process of 
researching MUTCD compliant alternatives which include Flashing LED 
Pedestrian Crossing Signs (aka BlinkerSigns) as well as 
conventional Flashing Beacons. Once a decision has been made 
regarding which approach is recommended for statewide PSAP 
deployment, we will let you know. 
 
Replacing an outdated traffic signal is not fundable under the PSAP 
Local Call program. However, programmable controllers and/or 
cabinet/controller upgrades are eligible for funding if the upgrade 
is required in order to implement one or more of the 
countermeasures identified in the PSAP Local Call Guidance. 
Additional signal upgrades such as new detection systems, poles and 
span wire require an alternate funding source.  
 
Improvements at existing uncontrolled crosswalks on State Touring 
Routes regardless of jurisdiction are intended to be included in 
planned NYSDOT State let contracts. Therefore, we would not expect 
uncontrolled crosswalks on touring routes to be included in a local 
PSAP application. 
 
Improvements at 50% of the signalized intersections under NYSDOT 
jurisdiction are intended to be included in planned NYSDOT State 
let contracts. Signalized locations not included among the 50% to 
be addressed by NYSDOT are eligible for funding and could be 
included in a local PSAP application.  Improvements at Signalized 



intersections on State Touring Routes under local jurisdiction are 
eligible for funding and could be included in a local PSAP 
application. 
 
Municipalities desiring specific treatments on State Touring Routes 
at uncontrolled crosswalks or signalized locations under NYSDOT 
jurisdiction should coordinate with the NYSDOT Regional office to 
determine what improvements the State envisions. 
 
Chris Wallin said it is now possible to select a consultant prior 
to project application, and then use the consultant for project 
application and design, if the solicitation includes that scope.  
Frank Bonafide said that in that example, the sponsor would pay for 
the application. Greg Wichser said that a similar approach is 
available for BRIDGE NY.  

 
C. 2018-2019 Linkage Program 
 

Sandy Misiewicz said that 8 applications were received. She 
reviewed the 8 applications, which are described in the mail out.  
These applications will be reviewed in the month of January, and 
recommendations will be presented to the Planning Committee in 
February.  Mike Franchini commented that we started the fiscal year 
with 12 Linkage Studies in progress and we will finish the fiscal 
year with only two studies continuing.  He said he is very proud of 
the staff for getting so much done. 

 
D. Complete Streets Workshops 
 

Chris Bauer presented a power point about the next round of 
Complete Streets Workshops.  There will be four workshop types 
offered: 

• Complete Streets Basics- for communities who do not have a 
Complete Streets Policy, but are considering development of a 
policy. This will be a half day workshop. 

• Complete Streets Policy- for communities who want to develop a 
Complete Streets Policy. This will be a full day workshop.  

• Complete Streets Policy Implementation- for communities with 
an adopted Complete Streets Policy, who are struggling with 
implementation. This will be a full day workshop. 

• County or Region-wide Complete Streets Training- 
Representatives from multiple jurisdictions would be included, 
likely resulting in a larger crowd size than the other 
workshops described above. This will be a full day workshop. 

 
The Consultant Selection Committee met on December 19, 2017 and 
selected Planning4Places (prime) with Sam Schwartz Engineering 
(sub) as the consultant.  
 
The solicitation for workshop community sponsors will be released 
January 3, 2018. Applications will be due March 2, 2018 to allow 
for any necessary Board/Council actions.  There is no local cost 



share.  The host is responsible for providing the meeting space and 
ensuring attendance by key stakeholders. 
 
In response to a question, Chris Bauer said that a Town can apply 
again at a higher level.  He said that the solicitation will be 
sent to the chief elected officers in all municipalities, and 
encouraged members to share the information widely.  

  
2018 POLICY BOARD, PLANNING COMMITTEE AND TIP AMENDMENT SCHEDULE 
 
Mike Franchini reviewed the schedule for Planning Committee and Policy 
Board meetings for 2018.  Policy Board meetings are the first Thursday 
in March, June, September and December.  Planning Committee meetings 
are on the first Wednesday of the remaining months.  The one exception 
this year again is that the July Planning Committee meeting was 
changed from July 4th to June 27th, to avoid competing with the holiday.  
The schedule includes deadlines for submitting draft TIP amendments to 
allow adequate time for staff review and processing. 
 
CDTC PROJECT DELIVERY UPDATE  
 
Jacob Beeman distributed the CDTC Project tracking spreadsheet and 
asked for members to review the list and to let him know of any 
updates.  
 
Joe Teliska reported on TIP project R289 (PIN 1758.14) CR 114 (Master 
Street) Over Powamppokonk Creek.  He said that the option of 
lengthening the span in order to lower the superstructure is being 
considered, which would actually be much cheaper. Most of the draft 
design report is complete.  Design approval is expected next month. 
Right of way is not needed.    
 
NYSDOT PROJECT DELIVERY SCHEDULE  
 
Greg Wichser reviewed the project delivery schedule and commented that 
the project schedules indicate we are doing very well. The Route 9 
Over 9J, 9 Over Amtrak and Conrail, Bridge Replacement project was 
delayed but is now scheduled to be let on January 25, 2018.  Frank 
Bonafide commented that it was a very good fiscal year and thanked all 
for their efforts that made this possible.  
 
 
 
STATUS OF PLANNING ACTIVITIES  
 
CDTC 
 
Mike Franchini said that staff will be working on the new UPWP which 
will be presented to the Planning Committee at the February 7 meeting. 
Policy Board approval is expected at the March meeting. There are new 
requirements to include more about schedule and percent complete. 
While in the past CDTC has kept a carryover amount of planning funds 
as a contingency for rescission or a late budget, this year CDTC is 
being asked to spend down our carryover. This will be challenging 



because we have to work within CDTA’s cash flow capabilities. CDTA is 
our administrative host and provides an excellent service to CDTC. 
 
Mike introduced Ami Parikh, CDTC’s new staff person.  Carrie Ward will 
be taking over many of Anne Benware’s responsibilities, and Ami will 
be taking over a number of Carrie’s responsibilities. 
 
Carrie Ward reported on an audit of the CDTC offices and building for 
ADA compliant policies and practices, and staff will be working with 
the building management (Picotte) to request implementation of 
improvements.   
 
CDRPC 
 
Mark Castiglione announced that CDRPC will hold a Community and 
Economic Development Workshop in May 23, 2018.  The Census will be an 
important effort for all involved, and all four counties have met 
registration deadlines for the LUCA process.  CDRPC is currently 
accepting comments on the region’s Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy.  The CDTC/CDRPC technical assistance program will be 
released Martin Luther King week. 
 
NYSDOT 
 
Frank Bonafide said that for the new State Fiscal Year which starts 
April 1, there will be a new Regional Director commitment list for Sam 
Zhou’s signature. 
 
Frank reported that Paul Karas is the new Acting NYSDOT Commissioner. 
Cathy Calhoun has been appointed by Governor Cuomo to serve as the 
Director of State Operations. Todd Westhuis replaced Cathy Calhoun as 
NYSDOT Chief of Staff. Four new Region 1 Resident Engineers were 
appointed in the CDTC area: John Izzo, Albany County RE (he comes from 
Main Office Construction); Steve Clinton, Rensselaer County RE 
(formerly Greene County RE); Mike Arthur, Saratoga County RE (formerly 
Warren County RE); and Paul Korowajczk, Acting Schenectady County RE 
(formerly Maintenance Design Engineer).  
 
NYS Thruway 
 
Tony Longe reported that Thruway construction projects are estimated 
to total $46 M in 2018 for the Thruway Albany Division Section, which 
includes pavement resurfacing projects: $14.5 M between East of 
Fultonville to East of Little Falls; and $12 M between West of 
Interchange B1 to East of Canaan Toll Barrier.  
 
Albany County Airport Authority 

Steve Iachetta said that the airport capital program is progressing 
well and the Airport is experiencing steady growth. 
 
 
 
 



Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:17 AM.  The next Planning Committee 
meeting is scheduled for February 7, 2018.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Michael V. Franchini 
Secretary 


